ar

i

e

U

i 2

] =

S

o B

z o
.

= ]

P (s

g 5

= ~T

£ =

s —r—xot

oy ———— -

= P

=




ecently, | covered 5 starstud-
ded event, the Actors & Cchers

C For dAnimals Celebrity Fashion
Show, for Perlife magazine. The
paparazal were like sharls onoa feeding
ooy — they elbwed, they shoved and
they pushed, all § jockeying to gt the best
shot w8 the  heaurtiul
F |c:-||:.'w1:|m1 i:.!!—iﬁt.‘li lllv;' their cameres,

It was then that T was witness to the
unthinkable. Suddenly, shutrers stopped
t."u l-:1r1g and the ‘:hn!n."» werl chark. A
confused ook came over the alm and
television personalities thal were oniy
moments age smiling oh so sincerely
fioe the press,

All heads turned to see what had
sght the attention of these fnatic pho-
topraphers. Mutters of L. "Whar in the
wnr]if" e Ta that veal?” S potta be o
1oy ... echoed throughout the crowd,

In the I}Iml.mn ol an e, the press
stampeded moits dlruc:tv.rm, abandoning
the still pt}sing stars. Mever inall of my
vears as a writer aod ph ulm_, 1p|'u:r have 1
seen hard-core paparazel rect f anyone
or anything lile this before,

The object ol ther atention was
the patens hottest new pioupe No, it
wasnt a sexy starler or handsome Tuim ke
The reason for all this exclement was
a cewell Loies Jand of like L. actually;
deseribing this phenomenan i almos
bevond description,

Mr. Winkle is its name, and although
welre pretty sure it o member of the
canine family, there are rumors to the
effect thar he r1|:1l,' alan e E1'lr| rer‘ld-_.r besr
or the missing link from Japanese car
toon. Adding to the confusion cver this
inerecible pnm]\-. origin, s homan,
Lara o Rewan, siys he may also have
conne to earth from outer spsoe_

Ore only has to glanee ac this forey
critrer to realize that all of these hypothe-
s have o chance of being true. The one
commen denominmater to this umeom
e ehazacter is the fuet that M Winlde

people  of

Wilson

By

Terry L.

isowithout -a doobt the most adorable
locking dog ever to wag a rail. Of all of
his rumy interesting leatures, none stands
out more than his tongue, Its cither too
Dig for his mouth, or perhaps his mouth
is tog small for has tongeoe, Whisteser the
case, MMe Winkle considers it his most
glamorous feature,

Adding to the wnigqueness of Mr,
Winkles story is the way in which dog
and owner found each other, Lara, who
by trade 15 an award-winning photogra-
pher for many national and inrernational
publications,
Bakersfield, California, when fare intro-
duced her 1o this mest nnusual dop:

“Teweas very Date, T was tred and enos-
ing the outskirts of the city looling for a
place to get some cotlee before | gor on
the freeway to Laos Angeles,” Lara
r_'xJ“J]'.lh‘J::{l. “ o last iz an inclustrial AT,
amel it wns there that T saw this little furey
thing laboring on the side of the road, |
was bafiled a5 to what it was so | stopped

was oT assignment in

Ty et gt aneld ql:l ennal iy 1T'|1.-l"-\.11f_’..|t' He SHW
me and hobhled toward the car At that
i, | r"t‘c}gtlvﬂ"{ il a5 something that
resembled a dog, but | owasn’t posioye at
first: 1t cowdd have been a mind alien ina
cheap dogme diszase, as thevve been
kenown to land in dsclated ameas”

Llpon closer inspection, Lara reafized
rh['. I;_'J,L]T'!'I[_'I I":FFIII' ] E': o | I:[ILIH 1t an 1'r11.-".H:|-
er From Mars, She alse noticed thar the
honeless hod wis in VETY Taael s]mp&.

‘e had numerous curs and broises,
Fis car and nocuth was nfected and e
had ternble teeth,” Lar observed, “Tewas
abvious the dog had been terribly
neglected, and he wasn't wearing a tag so
1 brought him home,
torether ever since,”

It ok abmost a year For Lara o bring
her dog back o maximum health and
happiness, In less than 12 monrhs, M
Winkle had been transformed Gom an
ughy duckling inro o swan. Irenically, Lar
ilH';] Hl'n‘r':!.:r'H 1:ll:ﬂ|| - |,".|‘ ||l::r5'°‘_:l'| Iy aLk [;:}f I‘I.L'\'lI [1)

atd weve been
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have a dog, let alone to save & stray off the
streets, was truly anamazing twist of fute,
“Twe always been a-cat person,” Lara said.
I never expected to have a dog because of
my busy work schedule. T never thoushr a
dog would be an ideal per for me, Now |
realize that we were meant o be tozether,
and T wouldn't trade him for the world.”

Lara was quick o notice how strangers
andd fricnds alike reacted to hor anosoal
lnoking pet, It was the extreme reactions of
athers rcm-d Mr Winkle that aDark.&d the
ides for her to promore his one-of-a-kind
wnage ina calendis and posters.

TPeople would see M, Winkle and sy, s
that a2 puppet? .. It cant be zeal .. Ir's a
stuffed animal, isn't 17 T drew upon these
comments to create different images using
M Winkle as my model for a calendan”

Everywhere Lare and Mr Winkle trav-
eled, pEﬁplE would stop them and offer their
opinions s too his origin, And qust when
Lara theught she had heard every possible
ﬂp]m::ﬁrﬁn ender the sun, somece would
come up with something new. Tt was the
imsight of strangers that helped to foster
many of the coshimes and mnages that laye
made My, Winkles calendar a musc-have
iter;

The Mr Winkle calendar s 2 series of
photepraphs celebrating the many faces of

the insanely aure pocch. Each image 15 a
halarious and adorable interpretation ofwhat
this chameleanic lirle canine could be: a
wind up tov .. a himster with a perm ... oan
ancient demon. The “YWhat is Mre Winkle?"
calendar and poster feature 12 tmages fom
the series, all shot by Lara. As one of the
nations mest sought after photographers,
Lara wsed her camern to capture the person-
ality of her newly found friend.

"'\'11‘ Winkle 1z 50 ingpiring and has such
an amazing look, he bnngs out the humor
and Iﬁﬂgm:mnn in others,” save Lara " The
calendzr is 4 celebracion of Mr, Winkle's
abiliny to promote joy and fun in life."

They say a picture is worth o thousand
wirds, but in Mr. Winkles cass, o Kodak
moment with him is also a proven rarings
winmier, From the moment his kisser hit the
maper in Los Angeles, this hound was
hounded by the media. From Iocal television
g to suest shots with Rosie and feanares
on CNN, Mr Winkle iz currently
Hollywood's top dog.

When we attended the Actors 82 Others
Fashion Celebrity Show, the press literally
ran over the stars that were there tooget pice
tures of M Winkle,” recalled Lara: “Tt was
one of the funniest things I've seen. But
that’s the mage of M Winkle, Wherever
we travel, he gets that kind of attention.”
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Bumors are rampant theoughour Tinsel
Tiwen with whisperings of film deals and sit-
coms s agents and stdio moguls clamor to
zer Mr. Winlde's paw print on ong of their
contracts, It's been said thar dopgie super-
stars like Lassiz, Beethoven and Moose fiom
“Trasier” sre all trantically trying to excend
their contraces hefore they fall in the wake of
Me Winkle's tidal wave of suceess,

“In addition o all of the artention M
Winkle is petting from the media, Be i an
even bigger hit on the Internet,” sayvs Lara,
*We are getting in excess of 20,000 hits a
chiny o our site, People are buying the calen-
dar like crazy”

Mr Winkles Web site alfords fans a
chance to see this ene-of-a-kind dop in
action via-a four-minute film clip. And for
thesse who want tochave : hitthe more Winkle
n their life, Tara has produced an eight-
rainute video of her famous ll:ﬂ that can be
purchased for 35,

In addition to the calendar, the videos and
the posters, Lara has added Me Winkle
grecting cards to his prowing resume of
products.

Fles soonear to know that people are ser-
ting Winkle greetings in their homes,” Lara
citid pmm'lv “And thevre selling hke hot
cakes,”

When asked about M Winkles ape, Lar
satct that because he wes an abandoned dop,
there 1= no way to know for sure; however,
she estimates that he 15 somewhere in the
mididle of his hfe.

In just over 24 months, Mre Winkle has
gone from being a homeless mutt surviving
one day at a fme on the mean streets of
Buakersfield 1o beng the most pamipered and
celebrated dog i the world,

Lara says Mr. VWinkie is raking his fame
in siride and seems oo enjoy meetng pross
and fans alike: In fact, Lary thinks that
their meeting and sehsequent success may
be maore than st luck or 4 coincidence,

1 feel like T'm just a vessel through which
the Winkle magic is processed,” Lara theo-
rieed, T W Winkle dida't enjoy all of the
attention, I'd give it all up in 2 minute just
to keep himo owith me forevern He has
changed my life profoundly. 'm a very shy
person, and everpwhere T ogo with M
Winkle, there bs all this love and joy com-
ing at you because of him. Ile brings out
the best in people; and on 2 personal level,
this adorable little dog has shown me how
o leve unconditionally. He's like o Tittle
angel and every dayv my life is o licde berter
hecause of My Winkle.”

M Winkle can be seen online

at wwwmrwinkle.com.
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